18TH CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 

GOLDEN APHRODITE AWARDS CEREMONY
On Sunday November 5th the Golden Aphrodite Awards Ceremony took place a Pallas Theatre in Nicosia by Marios Sarpetsas and Marios Priamos Ioannides..
Petra Terzi, the Festival's director said: “First of all, I would like to thank the Festival Dream Team who worked with positive energy, passion and inspiration, for more than six months to make this Festival happen this year.  Alexis Chaviaras created the artwork, spots and videos of the Festival, Pantelis Valtadoros, Yiannis Dimitrakopoulos and Zoe Sharples for the creative media and press work, Julia Logacheva for the pre-selection of the Festival’s screening program. I would like to express my respect to Stefanos Kouratzis, the creator of the photographic exhibition "20 plus ONE – Unchained silence" 

I am grateful to the Foundation “Women In Film & Television - Cyprus”,  for their cooperation. I would like to thank for their support, in many ways,  the Municipality of Nicosia, OPAP Cyprus, Deputy Ministry of Tourism,  the National Machinery for Women's Rights (NMWR), the Embassy of Serbia, The Embassy of Australia and the Embassy of Greece,  all jury members and all the participants either with their film or with their visit at the Festival activities and screenings  at the Cultural Center Melina Merkouri.
I hope that we can all meet in person next year at the 19th Cyprus International Festival, safe, healthy, and inspired. This year's message from the Cyprus International Film Festival is 'Let Art Elevate Humanity and Unite Cultures and Nations.'
The awards are as follows:
LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD TO LYGIA KONSTANTINIDOU
The WIFT Cyprus Life Achievement Award for her contribution to culture and freedom in Cyprus will be awarded to Lygia Konstantinidou, the first woman to participate in the EOKA 1955-1959 struggle, former Senior Officer of Greek Music Programs at CYBC, First Cantor, and author.
RISING STAR AWARD  TO KORINNA AVRAAMIDOU KAI KYRIAKOS TOFARIDES 
The WIFT Cyprus Rising Star award, recognizing emerging film directors in Cyprus with international appeal, will be bestowed upon directors Korina Avramidou and Kyriakos Tofaridis, who collaborated on their second feature-length film, "IMAN".
A’ PART - AWARDS IN VARIOUS CATEGORIES 
We start with the awards for the short films, documentaries and various categories.

The jurors in several categories are: Scott Simpson, Alexis Chaviaras and Bejay Browne
CYIFF 2023 BEST MOBILE FILM
Sophia`s Dream by Namo Safideen, Sweden, 2023, 2’28”
CYIFF 2023 BEST  MUSIC-DANCE  AWARD ΙΝ Α SHORT FILM
MD Chronolovie by Victor Cesca and Clemence Rocand, France, 2021, 7’52”

1. Τιμητική Διάκριση / Honorary Mention for a music video clip: “Freedom from today” Feat. Tugce Beserler - Marios Theodorou 

2. Special Mention for a music  short film: Don’t Bring Lulu by Lulu A Keating, Canada, 2022, 4’10”

CYIFF 2023 ΑΝΙΜΑΤΙΟΝ AWARD
 “The Clone”. “Ginji” series, Episode 8 by Slava Ushakov, Cyprus, 2023, 12’

CYIFF 2023 SCI-FI TALENT SHORT FILM 
Pollinator - Kyriakos Kakoullis, Cyprus, 2022, 19’ 
· 
 Special Mention for Experimental Art short film:  
The Birdcage by Emma Giuliani, Italy, 2022, 15’

CYIFF 2023 GOT TALENT (This category involves filmmakers with their first short film)
My Dad's Diner -  Tommy Savvas, United States, 2023, 15’53” 
CYIFF 2023 GOT TALENT Best Short Cinematography 
The Pig by Lev Brodinsky, Israel, 2022, 18’ - VIDEO
· Special mention for the direction: Coming Together by Bella Rinsky, Cyprus, 2023, 3’32” 
CYIFF 2023 BEST VETERAN’s SHORT FILM (these awards are given to filmmakers with more films in their portfolio)
Of Cats and Daughters by Elda Sorra, Germany, 2023, 18’ 
· Honorary mention for the storyline Burial by Jerzy Czachowski, Poland, 2023, 14’24”
· Special mention for the script: The Discreet Charm of the Conspiracy - Nikos Kouros, Greece, 2023, 10’19”
CYIFF 2023 PEACE AWARD - It carries a powerful message about fostering people's unity during times of war
Home Fronts by Maria Sapouna, United Kingdom, 2023, 12’11”

CYIFF 2023 BEST TALENT SHORT DOCUMENTARY
The Passengers by Canan Çengel, Germany, 2023, 14’36” 

CYIFF 2023 BEST TALENT FEATURE  DOCUMENTARY
F.R.I.E.S. -  Ioulia Charalampous & Apostolos Karoulas, Greece, 2023, 60”

CYIFF 2023 PHEDON PAPAMICHAEL TECHNICAL AWARD
In honor of its inaugural Artistic Director, the Production Designer of John Cassavetes' films, Phaedon Papamichael, and his son, Phaedon Papamichael Jr., a Director of Photography (Indiana Jones 2023), and a multiple-time Oscar nominee, the Festival has established the Technical Award "Phedon Papamichael Award" given for the Best Production and/or Best Cinematography in a film participating in the Festival.

 FOR PRODUCTION DESIGN AND CINEMATOGRAPHY
My People - Anna Rezan, Greece, 2022, 90’ 

CYIFF 2023 BEST VETERAN SHORT DOCUMENTARY
DVS Ghost Town by Kay Pavlou, Australia, 2023, 7’  - VIDEO

CYIFF 2023 BEST VETERAN FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
The Last Violin by Carla Thackrah, Australia, 2023, 75’
B’ PART – VETERANS FEATURE  FILMS
4 FEATURE FILMS COMPETE IN THE VETERANS FEATURE FILMS CATEGORY: 
CYIFF 2023 BEST VETERAN’s FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Secrets Of An Old Gun 2 by Ivo Macharacek, Czech Republic, 2022, 98’ 
2. Shambala by Artykpai Suyundukov, Kyrgyzstan, 2021, 95’39” 
3. The Goat by Ilaria Borelli, Italy, 2023, 90’ 
4. The Unbalanced by Zuzana Piussi,Slovakia, 2022, 79’ 

Best Score in a Veteran’s Feature Film - Secrets Of An Old Gun 2 - Vaclav Barta 

Best Direction in a Veteran’s Feature FIlm: The Unbalanced by Zuzana Piussi,Slovakia, 2022, 79’ 

Best Veteran’s Feature Film: Secrets Of An Old Gun 2 by Ivo Macharacek, Czech Republic, 2022, 98’ 

C’ PART – GOLDEN APHRODITE
The Jury members of the GOLDEN APHRODITE category, which includes directors' first feature films, are: Vivek Singhania - producer, George F. Roberson - producer, writer and Yiannis Aivazis - actor and director.
ELEVEN FEATURE FILMS COMPETE IN THE “GOLDEN APHRODITE” CATEGORY:
Directors with a First Feature Film
1. A Three Storey Comedy by Sandra Mitrovic, Serbia, 2022, 100’ 
2. A Scent Of The Spring by Eun OH, Korea, 2022, 120’ 
3. Back To The South by Haiping Xiao, China, 2023, 106’ 
4. Bastards by Nikos Pastras, Greece, 2022, 94’ 
5. God’s Painting by Yannis Kalogeropoulos, Greece, 2023, 96’ 
6. Goodbye Julia - Mohamed Kordofani, Sudan/Egypt/Germany/France/Sweden/Saudi Arabia, 2023, 120’
7. Happen to Happen by Julie Joohee Jeon, Korea, 2023, 49’ 
8. Kissufim by Keren Nechmad, Israel, 2022, 90’ 
9. Ocean City Monster Building by Chris Lane, United States 2022, 90’ 
10. Over/Under by Sophia Silver, United States, 2022, 87’35” 
11. Universe Zone by Alexander Sadreddini, Georgia, 2023, 96’35” 

——————————————————————–

CYIFF 2023 DIVERSITY & INCLUSION AWARD - God’s Painting by Iakovos Mylonas

CYIFF 2023 BEST PRODUCTION DESIGN IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Goodbye Julia - Mohamed Kordofani, Sudan/Egypt/Germany/France/Sweden/Saudi Arabia, 2023, 120’ 
2. Kissufim - Eden Ohanna
3. A Three Storey Comedy  - Aljoša and Sanela Spajić

Winner: A Three Storey Comedy -  Aljoša and Sanela Spajić

CYIFF 2023 BEST SETS / COSTUMES IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM

    Nominations:
1. Kissufim - Etia Hodak lavi
2. Bastards- Natalia Swift
3. Back To The South - Yang Jing, Liu Jiali
Winner: Bastards - Natalia Swift

CYIFF 2023 BEST SCORE IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Goodbye Julia - Mazen Hamid
2. Kissufim - Shuzin & Choen
3. Over/Under -  Jackson Greenberg
Winner: Kissufim -  Shuzin & Choen

CYIFF 2023 BEST EDITING IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Kissufim - Sahar Vizel 
2. A Three Storey Comedy - Aleksandar Popović
3. Bastards - Nikos Pastras & Michalis Pitidis’ 

The Award is shared to:
A Three Storey Comedy - Aleksandar Popović
Kissufim - Sahar Vizel 

CYIFF 2023 BEST LEADING ACTOR IN A FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Kissufim - Yehonatan Vilozny
2. A Three Storey Comedy - Slobodan Boda Ninković
3. God’s Painting - Iakovos Mylonas ’ 
Winner: A Three Storey Comedy - Slobodan Boda Ninković

CYIFF 2023 BEST LEADING ACTRESS IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Goodbye Julia - Eiman Yousif
2. Kissufim - Swell Ariel Or
3. Over/Under - Emajean Bullock
Winner: Goodbye Julia -  Eiman Yousif
CYIFF 2023 BEST SCRIPT IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Happen to Happen - Julie Joohee Jeon’
2. A Three Storey Comedy - Sandra Mitrović and Noe Dodson  
3. God’s Painting - Iakovos Mylonas’ 

Winner: Happen to Happen - Julie Joohee Jeon

CYIFF 2023 BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. Universe Zone - Giedrius Jurkonis
2. Happen to Happen - Isaac Kim
3. A Three Storey Comedy - Dušan Ivanović
This award is shared to:
1. A Three Storey Comedy - Dušan Ivanović
2. Happen to Happen - Isaac Kim

CYIFF 2023 BEST DIRECTOR IN A FIRST FEATURE FILM
Nominations:
1. A Three Storey Comedy -  Sandra Mitrovic, Serbia, 2022, 100’ 
2. Goodbye Julia - Mohamed Kordofani, Sudan/Egypt/Germany/France/Sweden/Saudi Arabia, 2023, 120’
3. Kissufim - Keren Nechmad, Israel, 2022, 90’

Winner:Goodbye Julia - Mohamed Kordofani, Sudan

CYIFF 2023 BEST FIRST FEATURE FILM WINS THE GOLDEN APHRODITE AWARD
Kissufim by Keren Nechmad, Israel, 2022, 90’ 
